CHAPTER XII
THE autumn of 1800 was drawing to an end.    My mother returned to Paris, my young brothers to school, and I received orders to go to Rennes and join the commander-in-chief— Bernadotte.    He had been the closest friend of my father, who had rendered him services of all kinds in various circumstances.   To evince his gratitude, Bernadotte had written to me that he had kept an aide-de-camp's place vacant for . me.     I had  found his letter at Nice on my return from Genoa, and it had decided me to refuse the offer of Mass6na to take me as regular aide-de-camp, with leave at the same time to spend some months with my mother before rejoining the Army of Italy.    My father had insisted on my brother's continuing the studies necessary for entry into the Ecole Poly technique, so that when we lost our father Adolphe was not yet in the army.   When, however, he heard the sad news, he was unable to bear the thought that while his younger brother was already an officer who had seen service he was still on the form.    He threw up his study for the scientific corps, and preferred to enter the infantry at once, which allowed him to leave the school.   A good opportunity offered; the   Government  had just ordered the creation of a new regiment, which was being raised in the department of the Seine.     The nomination of the officers was to be in the hands of General Lefebvre, who, as you will remember, had succeeded my father in the command of the Paris division. Lefebvre eagerly seized the opportunity to be of service to the   son of one of his old comrades who had died in the service of his country, so he appointed my brother, a sublieutenant in the new corps.    So far it was all right, but, insteacl  of going to join  his company, and without evento take notice of it—a thing which only irritates a mind out of health; but they endeavoured gradually to remove the sad recollections which were torturing me by getting the holidays of my two younger brothers hastened forward. They joined us in the country, and the presence of these two lads, of whom I was very fond, allowed me to divert my mind from my sorrow by the trouble which I took to make their stayalso have personal authority over the children. as they had reached that town they were free to take part again in hostilities.
